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AGA – Phoenix Chapter

Board Meeting
Wednesday, November 5, 2008

11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Karsten Golf Course Club House 
1125 E. Rio Salado Parkway  
Tempe AZ  85281
Minutes

Attendees:  
Mary Adelman, CGFM (CGFM Coordinator); 

Devi Bala (past President, Programs Committee), CGFM; 

Lynne Davis (President); 

Ken Felthouse (Community Services Committee Chair); 

Elisa Gin (Scholarship Committee Chair);

Judy McMullen (Membership Committee Chair);

Keith Orr, CGFM (Education Committee Chair); 

Lee Pettit (Newsletter); 

Justin Poll (Treasurer);

Kim Prendergast, CGFM (Secretary);  

John Schutter (Vice President); and
Karie Tepper (Webmaster).

1.  At 11:46 a.m. Lynne Davis, President, called the meeting to order. 

2.  Approve September 10, 2008, minutes

MOTION:  Karie Tepper moved to approve the September 10, 2008, minutes with a correction to remove “Orr” from item 2’s motion.  Mary Adelman seconded the motion, and it passed with Judy McMullen abstaining.

3.  Treasurer’s Report

Justin Poll, Treasurer, presented the July 2008, August 2008, and September 2008 Treasurer’s Report to the Board.  

Karie Tepper had a question regarding an outstanding item from the Professional Development Conference (PDC).  The Copy Center at Noble Library copied packets for the PDC and never charged the chapter.  We owe him approximately $400.

Justin Poll stated that the transfer established at the September 10th Board Meeting form savings to select savings of $5 per month is actually coming from the checking account.  Since it was authorized to come from savings, a correcting motion is needed.

Justin Poll stated that the balance in the checking account is currently over $6,000.  In order to earn additional interest, the Board may choose to move money to a savings or CD.  Justin will send out a comparison of current rates.

MOTION:  John Schutter moved to correct the approval of the direct transfer of $5 per month from savings to share savings to specify correctly that the transfer is coming from checking to share savings. Karie Tepper seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously.

MOTION:  Judy McMullen moved to approve the July 2008, August 2008, and September 2008 Treasurer’s Reports.  Devi Bala seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously.

ACTION: Karie Tepper to email Justin Poll the amount due for copies for the PDC.

ACTION: Karie Tepper and Justin Poll to go to the Noble Library Copy Center to pay bill never received.

ACTION: Justin Poll to send out interest rate options for investments held in Money Market, 3 month CDs and savings accounts.

ACTION: At next Board meeting, Board to vote where to deposit excess balance in checking account.

ACTION: Lynne Davis to check with Nationals regarding notification requirements if the Chapter’s checking account balance exceeds $20,000. 

ACTION: Devi Bala to check with Jody LaBenz to see if he is willing to conduct audit of Chapter’s financials. 
4. Committee Reports

a. Education (Keith Orr)
Keith Orr stated that 37 hours of CPE are offered this year, and reminded the Board that 80 hours is now required every two years for CPAs.

Keith stated that the PDC speakers are set including National President-Elect William Morehead from Delta State University.  The PDC will be held at ASU West on April 24, 2009.  
Karie Tepper stated that she will be out through the end of March and will be unable to help extensively with the PDC preparation.  Karie stated she will be able to work on the brochure for the PDC, but will need additional help to do the tasks she normally does.  It was suggested to have an Education Committee Meeting soon.  Justin Poll offered to help the Committee.

Regarding the Holiday Chapter Meeting in December, Devi Bala stated that we try to have better food and prizes at the meeting.  Mary Adelman stated that last year she planned for $1 more per meal for the December meeting.
Devi Bala presented information on the Ethics Training Class to be held January 30, 2009 by the Arizona Society of Certified Public Accountants (ASCPA).  Devi explained an upfront fee of $1,680 must be paid to the ASCPA for a minimum attendance of 20 participants at $84 each.   It was discussed whether attendees should still be charged $85, the fee charged last year, and whether attendees should prepay or pay at the door.  It was determined the fee should stay at $85 and allow attendees to pay at the door.

MOTION:  John Schutter moved to approve a prepayment for the 

Ethics training to ASCPA in the amount of $1,680.  Justin Poll 

seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously.

ACTION: Lee Pettit to put Ethics Class reminder in next newsletter.
ACTION: Ken Felthouse will confirm room location at Sky Song for January Chapter meeting and provide information to Karie Tepper.
b. CGFM (Mary Adelman)

Mary Adelman stated that two copies of the CGFM study binders were purchased.  One is in John Schutter’s office and one set is available for check out.  
c. Website (Karie Tepper)

Karie Tepper stated that the web site is up to date. Karie will check the dates on forms to ensure they are correct.  Karie stated she will need assistance with the web site while she is out on maternity leave.  Elisa Gin volunteered to assist her.

ACTION: Karie Tepper to meet with Elisa Gin to share web files.

d. Awards/Scholarships (Elisa Gin)

Elisa Gin stated that the new scholarship application form is available on the web site.  Elisa contacted a list of schools with scholarship information but has not received any applications yet.  The deadline is November 30, 2008.  It was discussed whether the scholarship deadline should be extended, and whether testimonials from prior winners should be included.

Justin Poll mentioned that next year the first notification of scholarships should be sent out in July.  It was also mentioned whether presentations should be made to Accounting student organizations at ASU next year.

MOTION:  John Schutter moved to extend the deadline for scholarship 

applications to December 31, 2008.  Keith Orr seconded the motion, 

and it passed unanimously.

ACTION: Elisa Gin to identify scholarship search engines with the ability to limit to Arizona scholarships.

ACTION: Devi Bala to give Maricopa County Community College District contact for scholarships to Elisa Gin.

ACTION: Judy McMullen will send an email to members with revised deadline date for scholarship applications.

e. Programs (Dave DeStefano)
Lynne Davis presented the Programs budget in Dave DeStefano’s absence.  The budget totals $6,750 for 2008-09.

MOTION:  Mary Adelman moved to approve the 2008-09 Programs 

budget.  Justin Poll seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously.

MOTION:  Mary Adelman moved to spend no more than $100 on 

prizes for the Holiday Chapter Meeting in December.  Ken Felthouse 

seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously.

f. Newsletter (Lee Pettit)
Lee Pettit stated that a draft newsletter will be sent on Thursday, 11/6, to the Board with a quick turn around.  The newsletter will be sent out to the members on Friday, 11/7. 
g. Community Service (Ken Felthouse)
Ken Felthouse will be the Community Services Committee Chair. 
Several volunteer opportunities were discussed including Christmas Angels, Vista del Camino, and volunteering for an organization such as the Salvation Army.
Selecting 20 Christmas Angels to distribute at the November Chapter meeting was discussed.

For the Holiday Chapter Meeting in December, it was discussed whether AGA should donate $5 for each attendee to a local charity.

MOTION:  Justin Poll moved to have the Chapter give $5 for each person who attends the Holiday Chapter Meeting in December to a local charity to be determined.  Judy McMullen seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously.
MOTION:  Judy McMullen moved that AGA purchase gifts for any unclaimed Christmas Angels at the November Chapter meeting at an average of $30 each, not to exceed $500.  Karie Tepper seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously.
h.  Membership (Judy McMullen)

Judy McMullen reported that we have 232 members including 20 new members.  This is down from 247 members last year.

5. Chapter Recognition Program

Lynne Davis asked all Board members to go through the Chapter Recognition Program (all areas) and find areas for points.

ACTION: Karie Tepper to check costs for pens and magnets with the Chapter’s web site address on them.

ACTION:  John Schutter to ask Lily Tram to write an article on Accountability and Financial Management.  

ACTION:  Judy McMullen to develop a survey to send out to members before the PDC.

ACTION:  Lynne Davis to contact State Board of Accountancy and/or Nationals regarding expanding membership.

6. Future dates of Board Meetings
Lynne Davis will contact Board Members with potential dates in January or February for a Board Meeting.  A brief Board Meeting will be held at the November 12th Chapter Meeting to determine where the excess balance in the checking account should be invested.

7. Other Items
a.  Speaker Gifts
Justin Poll purchased $25 gift cards for speakers.
b. Door Prizes

Lynne Davis received four Harkins tickets from Harkins.  The tickets will be used as prizes at the Holiday Chapter Meeting in December.

8. Other

None.

9. Adjourn

The meeting was adjourned at 1:32 p.m.
Respectfully submitted.
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