A Partnership of the Tempe Community Council, City of Tempe, Newtown Community Development Corporation, Tempe Schools Credit Union and IRS

Tempe Earned Income Tax Credit and Asset Development Initiative 
Recruitment Information for Betsy Thompson, CPA
Background -- Research shows that the EITC credit helps lift more children out of poverty than any other social program and is a powerful economic development tool for communities like ours. Over the last 5 years, our Initiative has helped bring $7.4 million additional EITCs to families in Tempe and Guadalupe.
Tax Preparation Sites: Tempe Schools Credit Union, 2800 South Mill Ave. and Guadalupe.
Dates/Hours of Tax Sites – Saturdays from 9AM – 1PM from January 26th - April 12th, 2008. Closed 3/15 for spring break.
Suggested IRS VITA Certification Path for Volunteer Tax Preparers who are CPAs or experienced tax preparers
We have 50 Tax Preparer positions and taxpayers that have basic, intermediate and advanced level returns that need prepared.  
Many of our volunteers are new to tax law.  We do not allow them to take their tax law certification online through the IRS Link & Learn program, because too few are diligent enough to pass. For those volunteers who are CPAs or have years of tax preparation experience, we are comfortable with you doing your certification online at http://www.irs.gov/app/vita/index.jsp   The online certification is expected to be updated for tax year 2007 by the beginning of November. 

We are hoping that the CPAs/experienced preparers will certify at the Advanced level. To meet the VITA requirements you need to also pass the Basic and Intermediate Tests and bring your test results with you to orientation as we must keep retain the information.  If the online course & certification process does not work for you, you are welcome to attend any of the tax law training opportunities offered to you when you complete your volunteer application. You are always welcome to contact Diane Bennett ddb1125@aol.com to work out arrangements.

In addition to obtaining certification in tax law, all volunteers need to attend Taxwise software training as there are updates each year.  Following are your Taxwise training options:
	New VITA Volunteers  
	Returning VITA volunteers 

	Wednesday January 16 from 7-9

Instructor: Bob Hunnicutt, EA

Location:  Tempe Schools Credit Union
	Tuesday January 22 from 6-9

Instructor:  Margaret Hunnicutt, CPA

Location: Tempe Schools Credit Union

	Saturday January 19 from 12:30 – 2:30 – after orientation

Instructor: Bob Hunnicutt, EA

Location: Tempe Schools Credit Union
	


All Tax Preparers are asked to commit to twenty (20) hours of volunteer service during tax season.  In January, we ask that you sign up to attend one General Orientation.
How do I apply?   Go to http://www.tempe.gov/tcc/taxhelp/   Fill out a brief, on-line Volunteer Application. If you are a new VITA volunteer with our Initiative, please indicate that you are a CPA/experienced tax preparer taking online certification.  Then sign up for one Orientation session in January and one Taxwise software class.  
Still have questions?  Email Diane Bennett, Initiative Director at ddb1125@aol.com or call me at 602-291-2202.  We expect to be even busier this year so please know that we welcome your involvement!










